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A special forum for interdisciplinary research cooperation is the Collaborative Research 
Centre SFB 481 “Complex Macromolecular and Hybrid Systems in Internal and 
External Fields”. Points of contact between nonlinear dynamics and neighbouring dis-
ciplines lie in the fields of “hydrodynamics and transport” as well as “pattern for-
mation and universal behaviour”. Some scientists also took part in the EU Research 
and Training Network “Non-equilibrium Physics: From Complex Fluids to Biological 
Systems”, which includes both physics and biology, as well as the European summer 
school programme “Non-equilibrium in physics and in biology”, which had a similar 
content.

A further group of members participated in national research groups: the DFG Priority  
programmes “Colloidal Magnetic Liquids: Basics, Development and Application 
of New Ferrofluids” (running until 2006) and “Nano- and Microfluidics: From the 
Molecular Movement to a Continuous Flow“ (until 2010), as well as in the DFG pro-
gramme “Behaviour of Granular Media” (until 2007).

African Studies
The Africa research priority was established at the foundation of the University of Bay-
reuth in 1975. Today Bayreuth African Studies include teaching and research activities 
in 40 disciplines from the Humanities (Cultural and Social Sciences, Language and Lit-
erature Studies), Law, Economics and Natural Sciences (Biogeography, Ecology). This 
broad range and diversity of knowledge on Africa is unique at a single university, and 
cross-disciplinary research groups have been created from the very beginning. The col-
laboration of researchers in the same African region creates high synergy effects visible 
in common research and study programmes, including international Ph.D. programmes. 
Bayreuth African Studies benefit from the university’s selected stock of books and me-
dia on Africa, which is the second largest of its kind in Germany (155,000 volumes / me-
dia). These facilities have clearly contributed to Bayreuth’s high international reputation 
for Africa-related interdisciplinary expertise over the last 30 years.

Since 1990 the Institute of African Studies (IAS) has coordinated research and teach-
ing of the Africa-related disciplines and launched new perspectives and projects. In ad-
dition, it offers annual funds for two visiting researchers from African universities. The 
IAS is also the publisher of the Newsletter of African Studies at Bayreuth University in-
forming periodically on current projects and of three book series, two of them online. 

x = time (s)  
y = Waviness (10-3d2)

BIGSAS started According to the German Re-
search Foundation (DFG), 
“graduate schools are an im-
portant factor in creating 
high-pro�ile and internation-
ally competitive centres of ac-
ademic excellence in Germany. 
As a quality instrument for 
supporting young researchers, 
their aim is to train outstand-
ing doctoral students within 
an excellent research envi-
ronment.” The decision of the 
Initiative for Excellence of the 
Federal Government and the 
Federal States on 19th Octo-
ber 2007 for the funding of the 
International Graduate School 
of African Studies (BIGSAS) 
meant a big leap forward for 
African Studies at the Univer-
sity of Bayreuth. see page 6f  
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Several scientific institutions belong to the IAS (the Iwalewa House, the Graduate 
School BIGSAS, and DEVA), while others are cooperating partners (e.g. ZENEB). The 
Iwalewa House of the University of Bayreuth was founded in 1981. It is devoted to 
contemporary African culture and arts. As a place of research, documentation, exhibi-
tions and meetings with internationally renowned artists, the Iwalewa House transmits 
Africa-related knowledge to a wider public. The Centre for Natural Risks and Devel-
opment Bayreuth (ZENEB, since 2001) connects environmental and cultural research 
on hazards and coping strategies in developing countries including issues specific to 
the African context.

Since 2006 and 2007, three sub-Saharan research projects have started with funding of 
the Volkswagen Stiftung programme “Knowledge for Tomorrow”. Researchers in-
vestigate on Sharia debates and their perception by Christians and Muslims in selected 
African countries, on the belief in the paranormal and occult in Western Africa, and on 
local strategies of conflict management in Guinea-Bissau.

Since autumn 2007, Bayreuth African Studies has experienced a significant innovative 
boost, when four new structures were established: 

the Bayreuth International Graduate School of African Studies (BIGSAS)□□
the Tanzanian-German Centre for Postgraduate Studies in Law□□
the Digital Archive and Information System (DEVA)□□
the new International Summer Academy “Religion and Order in Africa”□□

The Bayreuth International Graduate School of African Studies (BIGSAS) is a centre 
of innovative Ph.D. training and research in Germany in the field of African studies.  
BIGSAS brings together excellent young African and non-African scholars to work 
jointly guided by a multidisciplinary mentorship. Additionally, BIGSAS creates an African 
Universities network where it develops new Ph.D. training structures in order to avoid an 
African brain drain. BIGSAS is funded during the first five years by the “Exzellenzinitia-
tive des Bundes und der Länder”. 

The Tanzanian-German Centre for Postgraduate Studies in Law was established in 
2008 with DAAD funds at the Faculty of Law, University of Dar es Salaam. It offers to 
outstanding African students a postgraduate study programme in law (LL.M. and Ph.D.) 
conducted in close cooperation between the Universities of Dar es Salaam and Bay-
reuth. Creating an environment that is conducive to research and offers favourable con-

Cross-cultural exchange: informa-
tion on Europe complements the 
field research in a Massai village

Paleobotanical study on the land-
scape history of the Kilimanjaro area
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ditions for international cooperation plays a special role in this programme, in addition 
to the promotion of future leaders in the field of law. 

DEVA – the project for the digitalization, edition and availability of data of African Stud-
ies - started in 2007 with funding of the German Research Association DFG. DEVA will 
give scientists access to the collections of the Iwalewa House, and to data generated 
since 1984 during two Collaborative Research Programmes and a Research Training 
Group. Notes and documents of the first generation of Bayreuth African Studies re-
searchers are also systematically archived.

The international DAAD-Summer Academy “Religion and Order in Africa” will host 
every year ten scholarship-holders from Africa for an intensive four-week course. They 
will attend specific lectures in Anthropology, Social Sciences, Religious and Islamic 
Studies and programmes offered by the Iwalewa House. The Summer Academy com-
plements perfectly the activities of the BIGSAS Graduate School. 

The University of Bayreuth maintains contacts and continuous scientific exchange with 
31 universities in 24 African countries – partly on the basis of partnership agreements. 
This exchange is beneficial to both sides. Scholars from Bayreuth supervise African 
Ph.D. students and Postdocs, invite African guest professors and teach at African uni-
versities, thus supporting young researchers in Africa. The academic cooperation also 
contributes to the development of research centres and to the scheduling of advanced 
degree programmes in Africa.

The Institute of African Studies is co-founder of a European network of African Studies 
Institutes (Afro-European Group of International Studies, AEGIS). AEGIS includes nine-
teen renowned African institutes in twelve European countries cooperating to support 
common research projects and to strengthen the exchange of knowledge between  
Europe and Africa.

Biogeographic research in the  
Nguru Mountains, Tanzania
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Comparative Cultural Studies  
and Intercultural Processes
Several disciplines in the Humanities at Bayreuth – African Studies, Anglophone Stud-
ies, Anthropology, Religious Studies, Intercultural German Studies, Theatre and Media 
Studies, Sociology of Development – are conceived as essentially comparative fields 
and focus explicitly on cross-cultural comparison and intercultural processes. From this 
cross-cultural comparison, new ideas are brought to the traditional Humanities (English, 
German, Romance Language and Literature, History, Sociology), whereas these offer 
their know-how in the systematic study of cultures. The resulting competence in theory 
and method allows new cross-cultural studies (synchronic and diachronic, intra-Europe-
an and worldwide).

Doctoral research is organised in the DAAD-DFG financed graduate programme  
“Kulturbegegnungen - Cultural Encounters - Rencontres Culturelles” around the 
following topics: 

Theories of Cultural Encounter□□
Linguistic and Literary Effects of Globalisation□□
Intercultural African Studies□□
The Familiar and the Foreign□□

The research training offers the graduate students excellent working conditions in a 
clearly structured doctoral programme, which enables students to finish the research 
project and the doctoral thesis after a period of only three years.

Research on America – which will be organised in the future by the Bayreuth Institute 
for American Studies (BIAS) – is dedicated to North and Central American Area Stud-
ies including the Caribbean. It is co-ordinated across disciplines and covers studies in 
political and social sciences, cultural and media studies, literature, linguistics, law, and 
geography, one emphasis being the African diaspora. Scholars co-operate with the 
Graduate School “Central Europe and the English-Speaking World” in a common ex-
ploration of research approaches like “relations”, “cultural transfer”, “perceptions”, and 
“comparison”. The relations between Central Europe and the English-Speaking World 
are also the main research focus of the cooperation of Bayreuth’s historians with the 
Prince-Albert-Society. The university building hosting the 

international PhD programme (IPP) 
“Cultural Encounters”

Intercultural German Studies work-
shop with students from Bayreuth, 
Qingdao (China) and Hamilton (New 
Zealand)
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Researchers in media studies in Bayreuth analyse social discourses and their relation to 
the media, with a particular focus on the manifold intercultural interactions; synchronic 
and diachronic perspectives of intermediality and interculturality, the audiovisual pro-
duction of intercultural histories and identities, and the comparison of the intercultural 
use of the new (digital) media are the main research fields. Researchers in theatre stud-
ies analyse non-European theatre and try to integrate the research of music theatre in a 
comprehensive intercultural context. The Institute of Music Theatre Research (FIMT) 
plays a crucial role in co-ordinating these activities. Intercultural German Studies at 
Bayreuth have established their research on intercultural understanding in a programme 
„Intercultural Communication – Intercultural Competence“; they are part of an interna-
tional network analysing the role of key qualifications in international co-operation in 
matters of culture, the economy and political mediation.

A new research forum “Transit” includes researchers of literature and religious stud-
ies who analyse the media transformation of religious phenomena and the aspect of 
power in religion. Case studies cover recent transformation processes within the Euro-
pean Christian churches (but also outside Europe), Western concepts of Islam, and the 
contact of Christian and traditional religion in indigenous cultures of the North American 
Southwest.

Among the many international co-operations, the main contacts link the participants in 
this research priority to the universities of Budapest, Chester, Kosice, Ljubljana, Mari-
bor, Montréal, Moscow, Paris, Pécs, Plzen, Poznan, Prague, Qingdao, Seoul, Utrecht 
and Warwick.

Conference of the Prince Albert So-
ciety in Schloss Ehrenburg, Coburg 
(2007)

Bayreuth Summer Academy „Reli-
gion and Order in Africa“ (2008)
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Dynamics and Order –  
Development of Legal Culture  
and the Economy
As a consequence of overcoming national borders and of the globalization of the econ-
omy driven by technology and competition, the national law and economic systems 
face big challenges. When both change and stability in social structures is required, it is 
the task of legal and economic research to investigate the adaptability of existing struc-
tures in law and the economy, determine commonly accepted goals, and develop suit-
able strategies for solving future challenges.

The research priority “Dynamics and Order” of the Faculty of Law, Business Administra-
tion and Economics addresses a seminal field of economic and legal research; an open 
interdisciplinary discourse comprises scholars in Administrative Law, Public Law, Civil 
Law and Criminal Law, as well as experts in Business Administration, Economics and 
Health Economics. As a result economists’ reform proposals and cause-effect analyses 
can be immediately examined for their legal feasibility, and jurisprudential interpreta-
tions of social developments can be constructed on a basis of well-established fact.

Therefore the focus of the research profile of the faculty is the interaction of law and the 
economy, both for the dynamics of social developments and for the formation of or-
dered structures in complex social systems.

Besides the existing interdisciplinary Research Centres, interdisciplinary cooperation at 
the faculty and with researchers in neighbouring disciplines takes place primarily in the 
form of permanent working groups researching Intellectual Property, Corruption, Sports 
Economics and Law, Health and Health Care Systems in Change, Sustainable Develop-
ment, and E-services and E-networks.

The working group “Dynamic and Order: Projects and Interdisciplinary Coordina-
tion” has the task of providing a platform for short-term interdisciplinary projects and 
supporting research of a single working group by encouraging cooperation between the 
groups. As a common research project, the DFG Research Training Group “Intellec-
tual Property and the Public Domain” prepared by the “Intellectual Property” group 
recently started. Other projects, e.g. originating in the “Health and Health Care System 
in Change” theme, are currently in preparation.



From Research to Business
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Knowledge and Technology Transfer
For more than 25 years the University of Bayreuth‘s Corporate Liaison Office (CLO) has 
supported the transfer of scientific and technical know-how for industrial applications. 
For SMEs and for an increasing number of start-ups and new local companies CLO acts 
as a broker who guarantees access to scientific expertise and to lab equipment.

Four applied science laboratories granted to Bayreuth in 2001 by the “High-Tech Offen-
sive Zukunft Bayern (HTO)” support the interaction between the University and industry:

a northern Bavarian centre for new materials and composites□□
an applied science lab for biochemical agents and structure research□□
a transfer lab for colloid chemistry and interface analysis□□
a research centre for glass composites.□□

These R&D labs are situated at the interface to new industrial high-tech developments 
and will shape the transfer activities of the University of Bayreuth in the coming years. 
Some of them will certainly turn into commercial organisations.

The Corporate Liaison Office specialises in professional planning and implementation 
of innovation projects; in addition, as a result of funding by HTO, an inventor consulting 
service and a consulting service for “spin-offs” were established.

Meanwhile, the Consulting Service for Inventors of the University of Bayreuth – which 
also gives advice to members of the applied science universities in Hof and Coburg –
has become a regular element of the CLO support for scientists. Inventor support is a 
crucial part of the technical innovation process and plays a key role in transferring sci-
entific ideas into commercial processes and products.

For many years the CLO has been mentoring founders of new companies, organising  
research projects with the university, making them participate in innovation prizes, and 
networking with capital owners. Two spin-offs originating in the above-mentioned ap-
plied science labs were founded in order to commercialise advanced polymers and 
services around bio-medical agents respectively.

The spin-offs of the last few years are growing step by step; some of them have been 
operating in a stable fashion for more than 10 years, some of them have as many as 20 
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employees. CLO expects many more cases of this type in the years to come, because 
a growing number of graduates of the young Faculty of Applied Natural Sciences (FAN) 
leaves the University and settles down in Upper Franconia as founders of new compa-
nies.

The Bavarian policy of „Clustering“ aims to improve the efficiency of academia-industry 
co-operation. CLO, as a result of its long project experience with SMEs is well prepared  
for that purpose; it also specialises in applied material sciences with the Bayreuth hori-
zontal priorities in New Materials, Nanotechnologies and Mechatronics. In addition, 
Bayreuth participates in the clusters Automotive Engineering, Chemistry, and Food.

Nowadays business and political leaders expect a close co-operation between indus-
try and universities. The Corporate Liaison Office has developed its services over many 
years and will play a key role in future transfer and co-operation activities of the Univer-
sity of Bayreuth.
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Pieces of art on the campus by
Stephan Balkenhol (2001)
Erich Hauser (1984)
Norbert Kricke (1985)
Florian Lechner (1999)
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